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Let’'s Talk

“Aircraft Maintenance Training Division”

Is Ready to Develop Bl.1 and B2 Courses to Support
EEC Airport City Project.

Mr. Wirojana Noyyvilai

Director, Aircraft Maintenance Training Division
Civil Aviation Training Center (CATC)

his edition of Let's Talk features the

special interview with “Mr. Wirojana

Noyvilai”, Director, Aircraft Maintenance
Training Division on the readiness to upgrade
the Aircraft Maintenance Program offered at
the Aeronautical and Aerospace Training
Center at U-Tapao Airport to support Eastern
Economic Corridor (EEC) Airport City Project.

Please tell us how Aircraft Maintenance Engineer
License Course (Aeroplanes Turbine-B1.1) and Aircraft
Maintenance Engineer License Course (Avionics
Mechanic-B2) has been initiated.

According to Thailand policy 4.0, which focuses on
transforming economic structure driven by technology and
innovation, one of the industries with high growth in the next
few years is aviation industry whose development should be
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accelerated in terms of infrastructure and personnel and in
particular, the goals of being aircraft Maintenance Repair and
Overhaul (MRO) and Original Equipment Manufacturer (OEM)
which will bring business opportunities and create income to
the country hugely.

On April 1, 2016, Minister of Transport as Chairman of the
Aeronautical Industrial Pilot Program and Aircraft Maintenance
Repair and Overhaul for the meeting no.2/2559 assigned the
Civil Aviation Training Center (CATC) in conjunction with the
Navy to develop Aeronautical and Aerospace Training Center
at U-Tapao International Airport to be able to support the
production of regional aviation industry personnel.

On 5 April 2017, the Royal Thai Navy and CATC signed
the MOU on the development of the Aeronautical and
Aerospace Training Center. This is the government policy to
accelerate the development of the aviation industry and
logistics in the area of U-Tapao Airport to support Eastern
Economic Corridor (EEC), support the upgrading of
competitiveness in the aviation industry of the country,
promote economic growth, increase employment, improve
the quality of life and income of the people and to propel
national strategy in accordance with the Thailand 4.0 to achieve
the intent of the government as soon as possible. This is under
the command of the Head of the National Security Council
No. 28/2560 on Measures to Enhance the Development of the
Eastern Economic Corridor, especially the TG MRO Campus,
between Thai Airways International and Airbus established
under the area project of U-Tapao Airport which must be
approved by The European Aviation Safety Agency (EASA). This
is why B1.1 and B2 courses are developed.

What has CATC prepared to develop these 2 courses?

Aircraft Maintenance Training Division has been preparing
this course since the fiscal year 2017. The budget has been
allocated for the implementation of the Diploma program,
Aircraft Maintenance Engineer License course (former course)
upgraded to ground maintenance course, Aircraft Maintenance
Engineer License course (Aeroplanes Turbine revised curriculum
2018) in accordance with the requirements of the EASA Part-66
(B1.1). The course is in the process of obtaining approval from
the Board of Directors in accordance with CATC procedure and
upon approval, the course will be submitted to the relevant
agencies for further consideration. Avionics-B2 course budget
has been allocated in fiscal year 2018 and some project
activities have already been conducted, such as 2 instructor
seminars on rules, regulations and EASA standards relating to
the training of Aircraft Maintenance Engineer License Course
(Avionics Mechanic-B2).
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EASA Part 147_Application Process for Approval

l MTOE & F4s & course material l implement of corrective actions l l l
Application Management 3 months 1 months |2 Weeks
by EASA 3 months 2 Weeks
note 1 note 2 note 3 note 4 note 5 note 6 note 7

7 months

<
<
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» Initial EASA Application procedure

» Dovuments Required

» EASA Forms 4 + Evidence of Qualications +Update Training on EASA Regulations

> A Draft of the MTOE

» the Course Approval Forms (Program l.a.w Centent / Duration / Level)

» The Training Material

> A set of Exam MCQ / EQ for each course to be approved

What procedures does CATC need to undergo to meet
EASA Standards?

The main requirements for EASA partld7 “basic”
Technical Requirements are facilities including training classes
and workshops facilities.

Personnel qualifications must be in accordance with the
requirement, from the management to operators. Records of
instructors, examiners & assessors must be kept confidential
and verifiable within time limit. Instructional equipment,
instructional equipment must be adequate in accordance with
EASA Part-66.

Training material, records of examinations and quality
system must be controlled by independent agency. We must
also prepare examination bank, examiner, M-T-O-E Maintenance
Training Organization Exposition and implement certified
training manual.

What has CATC done to develop this course in terms
of personnel and training?

CATC has produced aviation personnel in accordance
with the ICAO standard. It has upgraded curriculum standards
to meet those set by EASA. CATC has sought cooperation from
Airbus to conduct Gap analysis with schools in compliance
with EASA Part-147. Experts from the EASA Part-147 Airbus
Partner School have conducted gap analyzing in early
December, 2017 and there is not much to be improved.

What are the benefits CATC receive from the development
of these two courses?

CATC has been recognized as a specialist in aviation
personnel development in accordance with the ICAO standards
and now many universities have launched more courses in
the field of aviation. Anti-trust Act has come into effect and

in order to improve CATC’s reputation and to adapt to change,
it is necessary for CATC to raise the standard to support the
Aeronautical and Aerospace Training Center at U-Tapao.

How will this program support the EEC project?

This course will support the EEC project in the aircraft
maintenance industry. TG MRO Campus Project which is a Joint
Venture with Airbus developed as a maintenance center for
wide-bodied aircrafts in Asia Pacific and this has to meet EASA
standards such as training school or engineers. Therefore, this
course will fulfill the goal of aircraft maintenance industry or
the MRO developed under the EEC project.

Education :
- King Mongkut’s Institute of Technology North
M.S. Tech. Ed.
Major : Vocational and Technical Education Management
- Rajabhat Institute Phranakorn
Bachelor of Education
Major : Trade & Industrial Art (Auto Mechanics)
- Civil Aviation Training Center
Aircraft Maintenance Certificate
Major : Aircraft Maintenance (Helicopter) Basic-Special

Experience :

- Civil Aviation Training Center
Position : Ground Instructor

- Thai Police Aviation Division
Position : Aircraft Mechanic
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after Red Flag R
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he first quarter of 2018 marks a

beautiful start for Thai aviation

industry...after the removal of red
flag, everything seems to go smoothly.

The ICAO red flag removal has resulted in Thai airlines
being able to expand their services including routes, number
of flights and bigger aircrafts. One obvious change is that
slot time for Thai airlines is no longer limited to only domestic
flights. They can now extend their routes outside Thailand.
Airports of Thailand (AOT) said that after ICAO red flag
removal, international flights at Don Mueang International
Airport have increased by 26 percent and passenger traffic
has increased by 40 percent. Domestic flights grew by only
3.6-3.7% and passenger numbers increased by 0.6%.
However, the overall picture of the aviation industry has
expanded and its operating performance has been satisfying.

Bangkok Airways Public Company Limited is an example
of the expansion of Thai aviation industry. It is engaged in
many sectors of the aviation industry. The company’s first
quarter of 2018 performance in airline business. (Bangkok
Airways), airport related businesses and related businesses
including airport business has increased by 4.9%, 6.1% and
17.1%, respectively. In the first quarter of 2018, the total
number of passengers was 1.76 million, an increase of 8.4
percent over the same period of the previous year. The
average passenger load was 76.4%.
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Like AOT’s operating performance during January-March
2018, the net profit was at 7,2691.75 million baht, an increase
of 12.36 % year-on-year. Air traffic volume of AOT’s six
airports totaled 436,817 flights, an increase of 5.04% and
total passengers of 72.39 million, an increase of 10.33% over
the same period last year.

At the same time, Thai AirAsia is a very successful airline
in the first quarter of 2018, with total revenue increasing
22% over the same period last year and net profit increased
by 77%.Total passenger volume increased by 16% and
passenger transport volume was 919%.

The performance of Thai Airways International Public
Company Limited and its subsidiaries for the first quarter
of the year 2018 increased by 7.4% from the same quarter
of last year. The operating profit was 49.4% higher than
last year. However, the net profit decreased by 13.6%
year-on-year. The average occupancy rate was 80.6%, lower
than the previous year’s average of 82.8% and the total
number of passengers was lower than the previous year
by 4.1%.

While, for this quarter, Nok Air and its subsidiaries
recorded a total loss reduction of 89.09%, with a rise of
3.83% of passengers from the same period last year. The
occupancy rate was 93.8%, increased by 6.1%. like Nok
Scoot, total revenue increased by 32.60% and net profit
increased by 270.77% compared to the same period last
year. The number of passengers increased by 22.87% and
the number of flights increased by 29.09%.



The overall performance of the Thai aviation industry
in the first quarter was better than the same period last
year, a consequence of the increasing number of passengers.
The increasing number of flights has resulted in an increase
of occupancy rate of most airlines. In addition, the increase
was mainly due to the increase in international flights and
passengers as well as the baht appreciation.

The overall look was good for the first quarter, but it
was not that reliable. The price of jet fuel seems to soar
continuously and the challenges have already begun. In the
past quarter, many airlines are experiencing the problem of
rising fuel costs. THAI’s operating costs have increased as a
result of an increase of air fuel price by 9.3% from the
previous year, the average price increase of 22.8%. Nok Air
has increased fuel costs by up to 23.01% in the first quarter
of 2018, the average price was $79.8 per barrel, an increase
from $64.32 per barrel compared to the same period last
year. The collection of fuel excise taxes for domestic flights
also played a part in the rising cost. And of course, this
increase in fuel cost is a major factor in the decline earnings
from last year.

The International Air Transport Association (IATA)
predicted that global aviation industry’s costs in 2018 would
be $ 188 billion ($ 70 per barrel), which is 24% of operating
expenses, an increase from $ 149 billion ($ 54.9 per barrel),
representing 21% of operating expenses for the year 2017.

As a result, IATA announced a downgrade of global airline
industry profitability in 2018, from its previous forecast for

Aviation Review

December 2017 to $ 38.4 billion, a decrease of 12% to $
33.8 billion. Global aviation industry revenue in 2018 will
reach a record of $ 834 billion, an increase of 10.7% from
the year 2017 to $ 754 billion.

However, Center for Aviation (CAPA) has analyzed that
in 2018, the average air fare will rise as fuel prices rise as
with interest rates, which are in the direction of growth, while
the growth rate of passengers, earnings from operations and
occupancy rates are likely to decline.

The higher fuel price, the greater the challenge is and
aviation industry will have to adapt to new cost structures
and competitive conditions. The increase in fares will affect
the purchase decision of passengers, which is sensitive to
rising prices of goods and services especially for Asian airlines.

Association of Asia Pacific Airlines (AAPA) indicated that
such higher fuel price will result in higher air fares. But for
airlines in Asia, it is not easy to raise the air fare. Airlines may
suffer from lower fare problems. as has been the case in
2017 when the price of fuel rose but the yields fell.

Of course, this fuel price will be a key factor in
determining the future direction of the Thai aviation
industry. The turnover of the first quarter of 2016 is in
good shape, but if the price of jet fuel continues to rise,
Thai aviation industry is directly affected. Due to small
chance to raise air fare and the low season of Thai tourism,
we still have to wait to see how adaptable and flexible
Thai aviation industry can be.
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