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The Answer...2013 Second Golden Year?

Although during the last year, The crises will adversely affect the aviation industry including
the global economic slowdown, the sovereign debt crisis in European Union, volatility
of fuel price for aircraft and the unrest in the Arab region (Arab Spring). But last year 2012,
it turned out to be a golden year for another year of amazing aviation industry.

In sectors of the air travel of passengers, International Air Transport
Association : IATA had forecast in early 2012 that the airline business
worldwide will profit from operations 3 billion U.S. dollars. I1ATA reveals update
data of February 2013 that in year 2012, the airline business worldwide
operating profits to 6.7 billion U.S. dollars. The passenger increased by 5.3
percent from the prior year with rate of 79.1 percent of the average passenger.

For Thailand, Fact & Figure has some interesting aspects of the operation

of passenger transport agencies in the aviation industry in the year 2012 as baht or increase of 5.5 percent. Totally number of
follows. passengers were the 8.3 million and with a cabin 82

Ratio of cabin factor of Thai Airways International Public Company percent, up 20.9 percent compared to the year 2011.
Limited (THAI) in the year 2012 had the average percentage of 76.6, which Data from the Airports of Thailand Public
is the highest in the past five years of THAI Addition, The number of Company Limited, or AOT stated that in year 2012
passenger (Available Seat-Kilometer) is higher than last year by 0.9 percent and the passenger service of 6 airports of AOT was
passenger transport (Revenue Passenger-Kilometer) by 9.8 percent higher approximately 76 million, which was higher than
than last year as well. expected at 74 million.

Total revenues of Thai Air Asia in the year 2012 increase from the previous These facts and figures shows that airline industry
year by 19.8 percent to 1.93 billion. The profit before tax was of 2.13 billion of Thailand in year 2012 has grown in line with the
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global aviation industry. It seems to be a good sign of recovery.
The aerospace industry of Thailand faced massive flooding crisis
in late year 2011.

But important aspect is that “How trends in the aviation
Industry of Thailand in the year 2013 will be and will continue to
maintain its growth rate or no?” It is a question waiting for answer...

Outlook for 2013

The outlook of air travel in this year, IATA said it will continue to
have good prospects because of the eurozone crisis is less volatile
than last year and the fiscal cliff in the United States has eased.
IATA forecasts that the growth rate of passenger transport would
be about 5 percent, and the airline business would be profitable
to 8.4 billion U.S.dollars.

IATA’s data is consistent with the predictions of International
Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO), which has predicted a growth
rate of passenger volume from 2011 to 2030 that the growth rate
is 4.5 percent per year, as well as the Airbus, commercial aircraft
manufacturers in the world anticipated that likely future air travel
will continue to grow steadily. In the years 2012-2021, the volume
of air traffic worldwide will grow at an average rate of 5.1 percent.

The passenger traffic in 2013 will continue the average growth
of about 4.5 to 5 percent as a result of global economic sign is
better especially in the United States and China, and the economic
problems in the eurozone is likely to be more stable. However,
the risks still exist. That is the fuel price rise and growth of the
GDP, which is still static level.

Thailand in 2013

Many aviation agencies of Thailand
have targeted the transportation of
passengers in the year 2013, which can be
summarized as follows.

Thai Airways plan to expand its
operations in the year 2013 at 9 percent
a year and total revenue is 2.23 billion
baht, up 12 percent from the year 2012,
which is due to take delivery of new
aircraft a total of 17 aircrafts. Thai
Airways will focus on expanding the
market in Asia. It still has a high growth
rate especially in the ASEAN markets.

Thai Air Asia expects that passenger volume of Thai Air Asia
in the year 2013 will increase to 10 million, representing 21
percent of the year 2012, with passenger 8.3 million. The ratio of
passengers in this year is 82 percent. In addition, Thai Air
Asia plans to take delivery of the Airbus A320 new additional
seven vessels, which by the year 2013 Thai Air Asia will have
to total 34 aircrafts and adding frequencies of routes in the
country including Phuket, Hat Yai and Chiang Mai. Krabi including
Indochina and China which are a major market.

As with Nok Air, in 2013 set a revenue target of around 1.2
billion baht, up 50 percent from 8 billion baht a previous year
which is the highest growth in the last nine years. This year,
Nok Air will take delivery of Boeing 737-800 aircrafts, which
will have four new aircrafts to be ability to accommodate
passengers more than 20 to 30 percent and also plans to open
international routes, including routes to Myanmar and Vietnam.

Not only airline service in the present, but recent data of
CATC also indicate that new airline operators have applied for
licenses in commercial aviation more than 10 airlines and have
increased steadily which most of all are the charter airlines.

In The part of airport, AOT had expected that number
of passengers using the airport of AOT will be mounts to
more than 83 million persons in the year 2013. Especially
Suvarnabhumi Airport, AOT expected that passenger growth
for the year 2013 is approximately 51.2 million higher than
anticipated the number of 45-46 million persons per year.

As well as the volume of air traffic and the trend of the growth
of air travel, The Aeronautical Radio of Thailand Ltd. has projected
trends in air traffic volumes in 2013 to grow by average 10 percent.

Many aviation agencies of Thailand that have the opinion
of going in the same direction state that the aviation industry
of Thailand in 2013 will have a brighter trend and turnover in
2013, which will be better than 2012. The expanding trend
of transferring passengers has affected the expansion of the
airline business including increasing the number of aircraft in
the fleet, opening new routes, as well as increasing the number
of flights. This will be the result from the expansion of the Thai
tourism industry that has high growth
potential together with the
readiness to enter the ASEAN
Economic Community or AEC in
2015. In particular, this will benefit
the Open Sky Policy in ASEAN that
will initiate linkages in air transport
within the region.

Together with the problem will
2013 be the second golden era
for Thai air transport or not? If
taking into consideration the results
of the operational procedures
of transporting passengers of the aviation agencies
of Thailand in 2012 together with the estimated numbers
of the aviation agencies including those at the global level
and Thailand to the growth of transporting passengers in
2013, it will look like that 2013 will be another year that
the Thai air transport industry will breathe once again.
However, in any case, it will depend on whoever can manage
the risks including the high fuel prices and confronting the strong
competitive situation from the aviation market share of the airlines
both within and outside of the region, especially the China and
ASEAN markets satisfactorily. %
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CIVIL AVIATION TRAINING CENTER

ICAO TRAINAIRPLUS
Training Developers Course

Hosted by Civil Aviation Training Center (CATC)
Bangkok, Thailand
Date: 11 - 22 November, 2013
Venue: The Imperial HuaHin Beach Resort

Further details and apply online, please visit ICAO TRAINAIR PLUS website at
http://lwww.icao.int/safety/TrainairPlus
Course Coordinator: Mrs.Puangrat Pisutthinantakun
E-mail: puangrat@catc.or.th or giftvtpn@hotmail.com




