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During the fast growing of the aviation industry
in Thailand, the Thai government has realized that in
order to become a center of the aircraft transporta-
tion in South East Asia, not only complete infra-
structure has to be built, but also people who have
specialized knowledge for this industry are much
needed. The Civil Aviation Training Institute, by Thai
Transporting Department, is directly responsible for
all personal recruitment such as Pilots, Engineers,
Air Traffic Controllers, Aircrew, and other supporting
officers. Besides, this year is the Institute’s 45"
anniversary, we from the Trainer would like to take
the opportunity to invite Mr.Boonrit Saowapruk, the
Director of the Civil Aviation Training Center, to give
us speech about his direction.

Specialists in the Aviation Industry:

A proudly presented project of the Civil Aviation Training Institute

16 July 2006 TRAINESR

Functions and Responsibilities of the In-

stitute: by Mr.Boonrit Saowapruk

Now our name is the Civil Aviation Training Insti-
tute, or many has known us as “The Civil Aviation
Training Center of Thailand”. It was established in
1961 by three organizations, the United MNation De-
partment (UNDP), the International of Civil Aviation
Organization (ICAQ), and the Thai Government. Its
objective is to develop aviation industry in the Pacific
Region. Until today, 45 years passed by, we are still
working to serve the main objective from the begin-
ning that is to recruit specialists for this industry to
have well knowledge to be able to support the Avia-
tion Industry in the South East Asia. The meaning of
“An Aviation Specialist” is a person who has been
trained both by theory and OJT from the center. The
center has several subjects, and its all have been
certified by the Thai Transportation Department and
the International Civil Aviation Organization. That is
the reason why we are different from other centers in
the region.
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Training and Courses at the center

The courses are divided into two main groups that are
Ground and Air Course. Each group is consisted of several
levels. For Ground Courses, there are the Association in
Maintenance, 2- year, 4-year degree in Aviation Management
and Aviation Electronics, and other short training courses.
For Air Courses, there are the Commercial Pilot, Personal
Pilot for airplane and helicopter, and other programs such as
Instrument Flying and Multiple Engines Flying. Moreover, all

students here are well trained on real environment and event.

The Institutions Roles toward the Thai Avia-

tion Industry

Human Resources play an important role in this industry
to push our country to be a center for the Aviation Transpor-
tation in the Region. The center as a main department of the
country who directly has been assigned for this specific duty
to recruit people, has tried hard for all these years to create
many specialists to help together to turn this country into the
same direction.

About other services for the General Aviation, we help in
small airplane maintenance. In the future, we also plan to
expand the service to other countries. Besides, we are doing
the project together with other Thai Government Department
such as the National Institute of Science and Technology and
Thai Air Force. The so-called project is to establish an experi-
menting center by having the objective to self manufacture
spare parts for airplane to reduce production cost and use in-
country technology, and not rely on imported engine parts. If
this idea is successful, we will have an aviation spare part
industry in Thailand.

Direction in 2006 of the Civil Aviation Training

Institute

Our objective is to be an aviation school, which is fully
supported in research and development, to become a training
center for aviation specialist in Pacific Region. For this year,
in order to increase our capacities we have prepared to con-
tinue and start many research and development projects in
aviation education and tooling such as simulating airplane,
simulating programming, direction tester, simulators, and meas-
uring tool. Not only the internal development we are doing,
but also we do the exchange trainers and students project
with other countries to update technology and know how
among each countries. This project also includes private sec-
tors like SAS Academy to share tool and knowledge of big
simulator machine. Moreover, we will improve the efficiency
of our organization and management by applying the concept
of cooperating structure changes.

This is the certainly and clearly conclusion as a
reflection of our duty, our goal and our intention of The
Civil Aviation Training Center (CATC) on behalf of one of
the air transportation institute under the administration of
the Deputy in the Ministry of Transport. The ministry will
be the main sponsor to develop the qualified aviation
staff and make our country as an aviation hub in this
pacific. We are absolutely welcome every young blood
whose is ready to join the wing of dream.
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Nitirath Amatashewin

Commercial Plot Licence - Aeroplane course trainee
Student Plot, Thai Airways International Fublic Co, Lid.

Why do you choose to study at Civil Aviation Training Center (CATC)?

Actually, | graduated 2 courses from CATC, which were Bachelor of Technology in
Aviation program in Air Traffic Management and Commercial Pilot Licence-Aeroplane.

| graduated 12th Grade in Science-Mathematic Program from Chulalongkorn Univer-
sity Demonstration School. At that time, | had two dreams, which were being a musician
and having my own album, as well as, working in an aviation field as | have grown up in
this kind of environment.

Then, CATC promoted Bachelor's Degree Course in Aviation Management. | had
talked with my family and met an instructor at CATC for an advice. | found out that the
course was interesting and decided to apply for it.

For the Commercial Pilot Licence-Aeroplane course, after passing the student pilot
recruitment process of Thai Airways International Public Company Limited (THAI), | was
delivered to CATC to be trained in the course as student pilot sponsored by THAIL

How did you apply for a job after graduation? Where?

| think most of the students who graduated in Air Traffic Management program wish
to work as an Air Traffic Controller for Aeronautical Radio of Thailand. But the company
didn't recruit any positions at that time yet. So | discussed with my family and decided to
further my study for Master's Degree and applied for Pilot Aue Ar Torn Project at the same
time as pilot is one of my desired career. While | studied the Masters, | processed on
taking tests for student pilot recruitment of THAL | finally passed all the tests and the
company sent me to study at CATC again in Commercial Pilot License Course.

What is the difficulty of education?

For the Commercial Pilot License Course, | think | made the right decision to choose
to study Bachelor's Degree in Air Traffic Management program at CATC. It is an advan-
tage for me being able to apply the knowledge | have got from school to my study as a
pilot. However, the toughest point in my opinion is the first flights before flying solo. They
were quite stressful and exciting. You need to be both physically and mentally well-
prepared. Because if there is one mistake, no matter how small it is, it means your life and
death. After passing solo flight, you will be more relax and calm but it is still exciting and
challenging during the course.

Furthermore, | have to adapt in some ways such as responsibilities, daily schedule,
health care and exercise.

Do you have any suggestions for anyone who is interested in studying
at CATC?

In my opinion, aviation is a potential growth business because it is a convenient,
quick and safe way of transportation and the demand is increasing. So it makes this field
of work interesting.

It was not well known in the past, but it is more widely open and becomes more
interesting nowadays.

For preparing for the application, searching as much as information about what you
are going to study and work after graduation is my advice for those who are interested in
studying at CATC. You should get to know yourself what you really want to be. Then you
will live a happy working life. Also, keep practicing to improve your English language skills
and update the knowledge and information in order to achieve your goal.

Good luck to all of you.
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Pannawich Nongtaodum

Alumni of the Arr Traffic Management Program, Aviation Technology Department

Hight Information Officer, Aeronautical Radio of Thailand - -
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Why do | choose to study

at CATC

| finished my high school
from Naradhivas School. | did not
know much about the Aviation
study in the first place, but | feel
passionate about flying all the
time. So | decided to apply at
CATC, and finally passed the
exam. Importantly, | think a man
can do more than he or she ever
imagines, and | am really proud
of myself.

The Difficulty of the Education

Since it is an English program and my English skills was not really
good, so it was quite hard for me to adapt when | first came. Most
students had background either in Math & Science or Math &Art. | studied
four-year program in Aviation Technology. First year, everybody had to
learn the basic courses, and second year we could choose our own
major. There are 3 optional programs: 1) Air Traffic Management 2)
Airport Management 3) Air Cargo Management. Finally, | chose the Air
Traffic Management Program, and graduated with Bachelor Degree plus
the certification from the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAQ)
as well.

How and Where to apply for a job after the graduation

At first, | applied for a position of a Flight Operator at Thai Airport
Ground Services Co., Ltd, and was there only a month. Then, my second
job was at the FedEx Corporation in the airplane loading department.
Once | had gained more experiences, | moved again to work with the
Aeronautical Radio of Thailand. My current duty is to manage air traffic
control in Thailand. This job is directly related to my education. When |
first joined here, | worked as a General Administrative Officer. However,
after the 3-month of training | was transferred to the District Aviation
Center at Pitsanulok Province to gain another experience on-the-job-train-
ing to become a specialist in the Air Traffic Controller.

Do you have any suggestion for anyone who’s inter-

ested to study at CATC

If you are interested to be part of an aviation crew, the first thing you
have to do is studying hard and developing your English skills because
the English language is mostly used here. Then you have to pay attention
in every class. Is it difficult here? | can say that it is, but with your high
determination, it is never beyond your capability. And when you get through
it, you would know that it does really worth for.
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Lersan Kongcharoen
Alumni of the Aircraft Maintenance Program

Current Position: Mechanic Man, The Orient Thai Airline Co, Lid.

Why do | choose to study at CATC?

After | graduated from Suratthani School with Mattayom
& degree, | thought | would go to a university either for the
Engineering or the Information Technology program. How-
ever, | did change my mind after one day | heard my mother
was talking to her friend how cool it was about CATC and
people who worked in an Airline business. | then decided to
make it as my second choice, and started to gather its infor-
mation. At that time | knew very little about it, and did not
know where it located until | found out later that | actually
walked pass it every day around Chatuchak area. Fortunately,
this had nothing to do with the entrance exam.

| was kind of worry when | first joined the school be-
cause my background was only in general education, and
here | was about to study mechanic courses which were new
to me. Everybody had to take 3 exams which were 1) Aircraft
Maintenance - Airframe & Powerplant Course 2) Aircraft Main-
tenance Communication Maintenance Course and 3) Aircraft
Maintenance - Aircraft Instrument Course. | was really afraid
before the exam because there was no old exam available for
us to practice. So, | did not have any idea how much or what
to read!! All | did was just trying to remember as many as the
formulas. Fortunately, the exam was not too difficult. Just
read it carefully, understand it slowly, then you can do it. What
Tm studying now is Aircraft Maintenance Program for two and
a half year. (Inwuzaz anaaiudsdini vi3amauIsuat) Only
a man chose this major, and no woman. It was as if the
entirely men school in my first year, but it was really fun.

The Difficulty of the Education

It was not easy here, but | studied very heard since |
passed the exam with low score. | woke up early in the
morning to read the books. Finally, one whos trying very hard
would always accomplish. | was the fifth rank of my class that

meant | had more responsibility. First year, there were 4 basic
courses which were the foundation subjects that everybody in
Mechanic Program had to study together, got separately after
selecting our own major. No one would get expelled from the
mechanic program because we could retake the class. The
rules were a little similar to high school with the in-class
checking score and the school started from 8am to 4pm. The
only difference was the training using tools and instruments
with real engine both in-door and outdoor classes.

How and Where to apply for a job after gradu-

ation

| was different to others because | was working as an
actor while | also was a student. So, | have to do two things
at the same time. It was very hard and tired, but finally | could
get through it well. After the graduation, | didnt do anything
related to my study. | decided to be an actor because it was
new to me (again!), so | set up my mind to explore about the
acting world around two years. However, now | have already
been working in the field of my study by starting the Orient
Thai Airline in the position of Mechanic man that | still love
doing it.

Do you have any suggestion for anyone whos

interested to study at CATC

Well, first, you have to know what major you would like
to study since there are many interesting programs available.
Then, you have to check your qualification for that major.
Therefore, you should study its program information carefully
before applying. The most important thing is your intention.
Even though it is an English program but if you really have
intention and interest, then you can develop and improve
yourself as well. Look at me, there is nothing beyond our
reach.






